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Chisf, Intelligence Information Staff, ORE 7 Hovenber 1955 

THRU * Chief, Services Division 
Chief, Trad e Branch 
25X1 A9a ® Section 

Reaub*.'.l salon of requirements on East Qenaan Trade Organisation and 
Methods (m #C- 700) 


1. Organisati o n of Chambor for I'craim Ilfl&L lUSkl 1 » 

a. jypaw up an organisational chart shoving line and staff relation- 
ships of the Chamber for foreign Trade (KFA), identifying key 
personalities in each position. 

b. discuss the functions of each subdivision with particular alphas la 
on their relationships with other governmental bodies. 

c. toes SFA concentrate mainly on special categories of goods, such 
as foodstuffs, clothing, etc., or machinery, chemicals, 
electronics, etc.? 

< 3 , What are the requisites for membership in the Chamber? I© organi- 
sations or persons comprise the membership? How are selections 
sade? 

2. Soviet Control sLMk t 

a. What were the specific procedures and machinery by which this 
office was controlled by the Soviets? 

b. Was Soviet control confined to administrative direction or did it 
enter into actual operations? 

e. What was the relationship of the Chamber for Foreign Trade with 
the Soviet Trade Delegations? 

3. amcal JtoBAgftUsa 8 

a. What was the relationship between the Chamber for Foreign Trade 
and Cm? 

b. Were the activities of CM confined exclusively to trade setters? 
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e. Did GS«i. os* any aon-GerBea office exercise any direct control 
over either inport* or exports* lid it got quotas* If so* 
describe the assofeiaery and procedures In detail. 

d. If I m por t or export allocations are imposed oa the lift how were 
those impositions identified* Would such allocation® bo identi- 
fied ty n ans of product or by numerical designation? If the 
latter, give detailed examples. 

0. What is the position of the Chamber for Foreign Trade with respect 
to the Ministry of Foreign Trade and the State Planning C amission 
in ttsst Germany* 

f. Describe the relations between the China Export Corporation and 
the trading agencies of Hast Germany. 

g. Discuss in detail all relationships which the Chamber for Foreign 
Trade actually integrated with similar activities in the Soviet 
Union car with other Satellites. 

h. 1© what extent are the activities of the Chamber for Fcr sign 
Trade actually integrated with similar activities in the Soviet 
felon and/ or Satellite countries ? 

i* Is there any way by which such integrated or coordinated activi- 
ties can be differentiated fro* those initiated by the Li* itself* 

j . Are trade agreasaat# between Satellite countries made on a uni- 
lateral basis* 

k. Doe* the Chamber for Foreign Trade have a systematic reporting 
system for rep orting its activities to the Soviet Union, other 
Satellite countries, or CSJii* If so, discuss it in detail? 

1. Is ther e say sconaeic plan coanon to all Satellite countries 
which sets forth their contributions to all-Bloc production? 

n. Is there any systaa eoranon to all countries used for reporting 
trade movements or production of goods within the Hoc* 


a. In visit way does the Chamber for Foreign Trade affect trade poli- 
cies* What role does it play in planning exports and is- porta* 
Does it assist la determining teres of trade* 
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;r .CEET 


b. Ia what minaer la the Chamber for f oreign Trade wed in trade 
negotiations vlth the Kmtl 

c. l id the UFA negotiate with the Iranian trade delegation which 

in Seat Germany in the recent past? **hat barter or other 
transactions or trading arrangements resulted? 

d. Hav^^y trade discussions car negotiations been conducted with 
25X6A Him traders or government representatives ? 

e. have any special trading arrange®: eatc been developed with % 3 rpt? 

5. CflBRaslto ttffw—nU end icrlrahilltr: 


a. To what extent has East Germany imported products is transit 
tto-ough Svltserland, Belgian, Netherlands, Italy? Khat are the 
principal cosoortlties that have been eo imported? 

b* *»t ®*Jor difficulties have been accounts red taMSSas^Gersany In 

efforts to procure essential cosmoditlea free. and 25X6A 

ct^r fe'octsrn European countries? V.hat ccBBaoeitiea have been in- 
volved in transactions where such difficulties have developed? 

e. What cowaedities have bees listed or mentioned in trade enquiries 
or discussions with agents or representatives of European coun- 
tries, Middle Eastern countries, iatin Anar lean countries, or 
others? 

d* w bat ecewcdities are isport&ei or urgent objects of KFA negoti- 
ations or procurement efforts, or contracts? 

6. Trade 8»orcsentatS veai 


a. Through wtsat agents or agencies has LFA conducted trading opera- 
tions in European countries? Ia the Hear East? In Latin America? 

J[®J|^ttradetra^actiomorotterc«B«r«ial activities has the 

IBHSMHMBHHBMHBUttSBMMSM been Involved? 

e» It would be of interest to have the names and addresses of 


principal BIA trade representatives in 
Middle Bast, and Latin American 


m the 

25X6A 


7. Methods end Xatai 


a. icecrib* the subsidy system of the East German government with re- 
spect to foreign trade* 
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b. The current classification system employed b; East German statisti- 
cians and planners is broken uown on an industrial ratter than 
O B— i a d lt/ basis. describe the operation of tide system. Object 
is to determine, if possible, a formula for isolating one eosanodity 
which may he need in, hence Appears under, several industrial 
breakdowns. 

«. Obtain whatever trade statistical data source is able to provide 
(—inly with respect to Orbit). 

d. Mhst Eastern Saropean countries consistently fail or lag behind 
in their shipments to last Germany? 

e. Describe the pricing sethode employed by East Germany. What 
basis is used for price Getereinatiom ? How are prices set for 
intser-Satell ite trade? Are world prices employed ? 

f. In what way are payments made (cosronly) for eoiaaodities purchased 
for importation? Through what backs or other financial lastita*> 
tlons are such transactions f inan ced ? 

g» hhat multi-lateral clearing arraagamente are la effect between 
last Germany and other Satellite or Western nations? 

25X6A 

h. To what extent is exchange rate with Bloc coun- 

tries dictated by the SB5R7 

1. ire financial settlements between last Germany and cither Bloc 
countries effected through bi-lateral cl— ring accounts? la the 
ineasso form of payment used? 


8. in reply to this memorandum, please refer to R£ #C-*700, 

9. An advance copy of this memoraiMuB has been sent to) 


25X1 A9a 


25X1 A9a 


CCPRCT 

wJjiiLI 
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